Green River Saddle Club General Meeting Notes
11/11/08

The meeting was called to order at 7:17 pm with the flag salute.  The meeting was well attended by Bryan Bland; Dena Reiter; Ellie & Rick Hollmer; Josh Crawford; Michelle & Andy Newberg; Floyd Hoffman; Dawn Fuchser; Jane Gootherts
Three new families were welcomed as members.  A very special welcome to Kristie Grengs & Family; Dawn Fuchser & Family; Anita & Jeff Chandler & Family. 
Special thanks to Betty Cox for the pumpkin cake she brought to the meeting.  

Last Meeting Minutes 
Rick made the motion to accept and Jane Gootherts seconded the motion.  It passed. 
Treasurer’s Report
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Ellie Hollmer gave the report.  Michelle made the motion to accept and Rick seconded the motion.  It passed.  
The club previously suggested and approved $50 reimbursement to Trina for our club flag.  Her total expenses were actually $83, so Rick made the motion  to reimburse her for the additional $33 she spent in materials (her labor was donated).  Josh seconded the motion and it passed. 
Rick and Ellie have spent more than $500 for the Buckaroo prizes.  Michelle made the motion that GRSC reimburse them 75% of the total costs ($300).  Rick seconded the motion and it passed.
To avoid any one member spending their own money on the Buckaroo prizes, the suggestion was made to raise the Buckaroo ride fee to $2.25.  $1.00 of this fee will go to fund for prizes; $1.00 to the club and $.25 to the region. Rick made the motion that we accept; Josh seconded the motion and it was accepted.

We paid a lot of fees to US Bank last year.  Michelle will check with Alaska USA Federal Credit Union to see what kind of fees they charge.  They have a number of branches and are open 7 days a week.   

When we order new checks, the suggestion was made that new checks are noted “VOID IF NOT CASHED IN 90 DAYS.”  We still have checks from July, 2008 that have not yet been cashed. 

Correspondence
The county had the club address incorrect on the tax records.  Dena had the address corrected to show 16321 SE Lake Holm Road rather than 16231 SE Lake Holm Road. 
The county had sent the club a letter indicating there may have been an error in our property classification, causing us to pay back taxes and increase our current taxes.  Dena called the county to determine the reasoning, and Sharon Roe (at the County) advised the letter was a mistake.  We are part of the Public Benefit Rating System

Rentals 
Happy Hayburners 4-H club have confirmed two show dates, 6/7/09 and 6/28/09.
Games 

Nothing to discuss
Arena 

Nothing to discuss

Kitchen 
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Dena suggested we purchase 2 smoothie makers for the popular Jet Teas that are sold in the kitchen.  The suggestion was “tabled” until Dena has an opportunity to check costs of machines.
Barrels 
Nothing to discuss
Trails 

Jane has been walking the trails, clipping as necessary.  The trails appear to be in good order. 

Region 

Next meeting is at Gloria’s Restaurant in Maple valley on 11/18/08 at 7:00 pm.  

The annual meeting in Chelan had a DVD available with  pictures and footage from various arenas throughout the 2007/2008 season.  Copies are available for $22 by contacting Shannon Fadden-Davis.  Her phone is 509.662.1145 and her address is 4800 Malaga Highway, Malaga, WA  98828 and her email is gogetabz@genext.net.  
The annual meeting at Chelan ended with no changes to the season.  The season will still end 7/31/2009.

Josh Crawford and Shari Stott have been looking at indoor arenas for rain out dates.  Josh also knows of some people trying to establish a club in the Buckley area. 

Work Parties 

[image: image3.wmf]We would like to have a work party on 11/22/08 and 11/23/08, starting at 9:00 a.m. We need to do some roof repair/maintenance (Bryan will check it and see if he can apply the tar we already have).  We have a pile of wood that needs to be moved, and Dena mentioned the frost free may need to be winterized.  
Christmas Party
[image: image4.wmf]The party is scheduled for Saturday, 12/13/08, by invitation.  The Fiddler’s will play from 5-6 pm, and we will eat at 6 pm.  We are working on have Santa pictures available.

Trina has graciously offered to decorate for the party, as well as send out invitations.  If you would like to help with decorating, please coordinate times with Trina (email: bryanbland_8@msn.com; phone: 425-226-8650).

Rick made a motion that we have a mandatory admission in order to attend the Christmas party.  Michelle seconded that motion, and it passed.  Admission is 5 non-perishable items per family.  All items collected will be donated to the Auburn Food Bank.  

The suggestion was made that we have an ornament exchange.  If you wish to participate, please bring a tree ornament and your name will be put in a drawing to receive an ornament.

The gift exchange will be a White Elephant type with a limit of $10.  If you wish to participate, please bring a gift marked with gender and whether or not it is for an adult or child.  

A sign up sheet was passed around for the food for the party.  Here’s a list of what we have so far.  Please let Michelle know what you might be able to bring (email: mln@propelinsurance.com; phone 253.905.8594).  Bring your own drinks, please. 

· Turkey – Rick Hollmer

· Mashed Potatoes – Ellie Hollmer

· Stuffing – Betty Cox

· Pumpkin Pie – Michelle Newberg

· Apple Fig Salad – Jane Gootherts

· Bacon Wrapped Smokees – Betty Cox

· Tator Tot Casserole – Josh Crawford

· Dessert Surprise – Dena Reiter

· Vegetable Surprise – Dena Reiter

· Rolls – Andy Newberg

· Cranberries – Millisa & Mikel Newberg
Old Business
The shower is still underway.  We need electrical parts, drains and sheetrock, and we need a soap dish (the type that gets set in with the grout).   We are also still in need of tile donations (16 inches long; width doesn’t matter).  If everyone could bring a donation of tile to the Christmas party, it would sure help!  Bryan has a friend that will be able to help with the electrical work.  

Bryan will purchase cement baker boards we need for the shower. Rick made the motion to approve an initial cost of $200 for the cement backers, and Dena seconded the motion.  It passed.  

Arlie advised at the board meeting that he is going to call Darrel Hilton about the timer for the shower. 

New Business 
If anyone has pictures they have taken at shows or events this past year, we would like to post them on the website.  Please email to Jane Gootherts (jane.gootherts@gmail.com).  This is a great opportunity to show people about our club.  We typically have about 6 visitors per week to our website.

Jane and Michelle suggested an opportunity for our club to raise money with little effort from our members.  GoodSearch is an internet search engine which donates 50-percent of its revenue to the charities and schools designated by its users. You use GoodSearch exactly as you would any other search engine, and they, in turn, give our club about $.01 per search (the money comes from its advertisers — the users and our club do not spend a dime).  Jane will set our club up and send out information on how you can help us raise funds by using the internet . . . something many of us do everyday!

Jane suggested that members be required to do a specific number of hours of volunteer work (or a financial equivalent).  The by-laws already contain a clause requiring the volunteer time.  Jane will review and make some amendments to the membership applications. She’ll bring some samples for approval to the next meeting. 
There is no meeting scheduled for December, 2008.  The next meeting is Tuesday, January 13, 2009.  February’s meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2009. 

Elections

Thanks to everyone that mailed in their election ballots.  The ballots were counted by Dawn Fuchser and Andy Newberg.  Our new board was elected as follows:

· President – Rick Hollmer
· Vice President – Bryan Bland

· Treasurer – Michelle Newberg

· Recording Secretary – Betty Cox

· Correspondence Secretary  - Jane Gootherts

· One Year Trustee – Kim Perriman

· Two Year Trustee – Ellie Hollmer

Thank you to all the past board members for their time and efforts!  

Our next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 7, 2009. 

Congratulations to Floyd Hoffman for receiving the Tom Gleason Award!!

